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1. 
Title of Event

Workshop 1 of The Consortium of the European Socio-economic Classification (ESEC) Project

2.
Background

Funded under the EU’s Sixth Framework Programme Priority 7 (Citizens and Governance in a Knowledge Based Society), this project is designed to produce a European socio-economic Classification (ESEC) for use in comparative social science research across the EU.

The strategic objectives that this proposal addresses are the integration and promotion of socio-economic research across the European Research Area.
Comparative analysis of many aspects of the quality of life and of social cohesion, for example health, living conditions and economic situation of Europe’s population, seeking to understand variation between member states, is hampered by the lack of an agreed, harmonised and validated classification of socio-economic positions. This proposal is designed to improve the state of the art in this area and to make demonstrable progress towards comparative research in a wide variety of areas relevant to the knowledge based society. These include the health, living conditions and labour market situation of men and women within Europe. By providing an essential comparative European research tool, this project will also greatly facilitate subsequent analyses of intergenerational social mobility and the intergenerational inheritance of inequalities.

The proposed two year programme of research and dissemination is a major collaborative effort by key actors in this area, most of whom have worked together before. Via a detailed programme of work designed to create a conceptually clear, validated and easily operationalized socio-economic classification for use in comparative European analyses, key policy and scientific issues relating to health and socio-economic inequalities will be addressed. Validation studies relating to the proposed European Socio-economic Classification (ESEC) will include (inter alia) comparative analyses of health inequalities and analyses of labour market insecurity. Our work will also serve to improve the quality of public statistics in future member states and those EU member states that do not have national SECs.
This first workshop brings together all members of the ESEC consortium, as follows:

Partner 1 UK Office for National Statistics (Mike Hidiroglou, Abigail Dewar)

Partner 2 Institute for Social and Economic Research, University of Essex (David Rose, David Pevalin and Eric Harrison)

Partner 3 Institute for Employment Research, University of Warwick (Peter Elias, Margaret Birch)

Partner 4 Centre of European Social Research, University of Mannheim (Walter Müeller, Heike Wirth)

Partner 5 Institut National de la Statistique et des Études Économiques (Dominique Goux, Yannick Lemel)

Partner 6 Department of Public Health, Erasmus University, Rotterdam (Anton Kunst, Johan Mackenbach)

Partner 7 Swedish Institute for Social Research, University of Stockholm (Robert Erikson, Magnus Nermo)

Partner 8 Department of Sociology and Social Research, University of Milan-Bicocca (Antonio Schizzerotto, Laura Arosio)

Partner 9 Economic and Social Research Institute, Dublin (Christopher Whelan, Dorothy Watson)

The person named first for each partner is the lead person and as such is a member of the Project Co-ordination Committee (PCC). ONS is the leading partner and the Project Manager and PCC Secretary is Abigail Dewar.

3. Purposes and Objectives of Workshop 1

The main purposes of this meeting are:

(1) To consider both the Report of the Eurostat Expert Group on an EU-SEC and Description of Work for the project and the principal issues arising from them, especially as they affect the first six months of the project (Workpackages 2-4). Essex and Warwick will take the lead for this.

(2) To discuss the Consortium Agreement and the principal management, financial and dissemination issues for the project. ONS will lead on this.

The main objectives of the meeting are:

(1) On the basis of an examination of the Expert Group Report, to agree a blueprint for ESEC, including the necessary (EU harmonised) operational variables for its creation, so that a matrix may be created (Workpackage 2) and tested (Workpackage 3).

(2) To ensure that all partners are aware of their individual and collective scientific and managerial responsibilities to the project.

(3) To agree a strategy for informing and involving EU NSIs and Eurostat in the project.

(4) To agree an initial dissemination plan.

(5) To agree dates for deliverables and future meetings, workshops and conferences, including venues.

4. Conference Agenda

Given the purposes and objectives of the meeting, the agenda for the meeting will be as follows (lead persons for items indicated):

Thursday, October 28 

09.00 –
Arrival and Coffee / Tea

09.45

09.45 –
Welcome and introductions: Mike Hidiroglou, (ONS)
10.00

10.00 –
Opening session: David Rose (ISER, University of Essex)

11.30 ESEC: How we got here. Where are we going? Chair: Mike Hidiroglou

11.30 –
Coffee / Tea

12.00

12.00 –
Session 2: Peter Elias, Rhys Davies (IER, University of Warwick) and Eric Harrison (ISER, Essex)
13.30 ESEC: Cross-national data resources. Chair: Dominique Goux

13.30 –
Lunch 

14.15

14.15 –
Session 3: Walter Müeller & Robert Erikson 

15.45 (MZES, Universtitaet Mannheim, SOFI, University of Stockholm)

ESEC: What can we learn from CASMIN? Chair: David Rose

15.45 –
Coffee / Tea

16.00

16.00 –
Open Session: Consortium members

17.30 Developing an ESEC: problems, risks and possibilities.

Chair: Robert Erikson

Friday, October 29 



Series of 6 Sessions: Developing an ESEC: national perspectives.



Chair: Peter Elias

09.15 –
Partner 4: Walter Müeller (MZES, Universtitaet Mannheim)

09.45

09.45 – 
Partner 5: Dominique Goux (INSEE, 

10.15

Institut National de la Statistique et des Études Économiques)

10.15 – 
Partner 6: Anton Kunst (Erasmus MC, Erasmus University)

10.45

10.45 –
Coffee / Tea 

11.00

11.00 –
Partner 7: Robert Erikson (SOFI, University of Stockholm)

11.30

11.30 –
Partner 8: Antonio Schizzerotto (UNIMIB, 

12.00

Università delgi Studi di Milano-Bicocca)

12.00 –
Partner 9: Christopher Whelan and Dorothy Watson (ESRI,

12.30

Economic and Social Research Institute)

12.30 –
Lunch

13.15

13.15 –
Session 7: Mike Hidiroglou (ONS, Office for National Statistics)

14.45

Management issues. Chair: David Rose.

14.45 –
Coffee / Tea

15.00

15.00 –
Session 8: David Rose (ISER, University of Essex) 

16.30 Next Steps. Chair: Peter Elias.

Details of the conference venue, agenda, papers, accommodation, social programme and point of contact are also available via the ONS Conference event website:

http\\:
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