ESeC Validation Conference: Discussion Group 6

The ESeC User Manual

1.
Work Package 13 involves the creation of a web-based user manual.  This is likely to be a complex task, especially if there are substantial national variations to the matrix.

2.
At the outset, our ideas for what should be included in the User Manual may be summarized as follows.  Our intention is to model it on the NS-SEC manual (see www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/ns_sec).

ESeC USER MANUAL SUGGESTED CONTENTS
For a fuller indication of possible contents under each heading and sub-heading, go to www.statistics.gov.uk/methods_quality/ns_sec.
HISTORY, ORIGINS AND CONCEPTUAL BASIS
History
Origins
Conceptual Basis
ESeC CLASSES AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC GROUPS

Analytic (class) and Operational Categories (SEGs) of ESeC
How to assign the categories of the ESeC
Classifying the non-employed population
Detailed category descriptions and operational issues
ESeC SEGs, classes and collapses
HOW TO DERIVE THE ESeC
Questions to ask
Steps to derive the ESeC using the Full Method
Steps to derive the ESeC using the Reduced Method
Steps to derive the ESeC using the Simplified Method
Handling missing information
Derivation tables (with national variations)
HOUSEHOLD LEVEL ESeC
SPSS SYNTAX FOR ESeC (with national variations)
REFERENCES (with links to other areas of website)
GLOSSARY OF TERMS
PUBLICATION AND CONTACT DETAILS
Questions to be addressed

How should the manual deal with national variations to the ESeC matrix?

How should the basic matrix be presented, e.g. with regard to illicit cells and their values, simplified and reduced ESeC matrices, 4,3 and 2 digit matrices, etc? Again see the examples in the NS-SEC manual.

Do we need a separate section on ISCO and, if so, with what content? For example, problematic ISCO groups.
Dealing with missing information relevant to the derivation of ESeC.
Members of the group are invited to make suggestions for user manual design and contents, possibly with examples of good practice from elsewhere.

