ESeC Validation Conference: Discussion Group 4

What do Policy Researchers need from ESeC?
1.
Anton Kunst has produced a paper concerning the ways in which ESeC might be promoted among medical researchers.  Clearly this is a very important group to convince about the merits of ESeC.  Equally there are other areas of policy and applied research where we believe ESeC could make an impact.

2.
In our own validation studies, apart from Kunst’s study of health, the relevance of ESeC for understanding patterns of poverty and deprivation (the Irish report) and unemployment risks (the Italian study) have also been demonstrated.  In our original application we suggested that ESeC would facilitate the analysis of key Europe-wide data resources in terms of ‘the prevalence and distribution of quality of life issues such as educational and health inequalities ‘as well as ‘broader social and economic inequalities’.  We also argued that ESeC would be a major comparative tool for policy research, including issues relating to the knowledge-based society (KBS).  We expected ESeC to have an impact on research into the social cohesion, education and employment challenges of the KBS and related issues such as intergenerational patens of inequality, poverty and insecurity, primarily because ESeC links individuals to the social structure.  More broadly, therefore, ESeC should ignore the capacity of researchers to assess social change and give new insights into variations across Europe in terms of social structures.  From that viewpoint, perhaps we need to publicise the statistical compendium, although it requires some commentary to make it really useful.

3.
Beyond this, we weren’t very specific although we have always been aware that two audiences have to be convinced that ESeC is an essential descriptive, analytic and explanatory tool (1) academic policy researchers and (2) NSIs.

4.
In connection with NSIs, we have the July conference in Bled.  For this we hope that NSIS will undertake some research using ESeC for which we should give advice, e.g. on possible areas where ESeC might prove useful.

5.
In relation to policy researchers, Anton Kunst has asked for the following:


A brief description of ESeC;


An introduction to the nine ESeC classes;


Why class analysis is different from, or better than, analysis based on education or income levels.


Other issues raised by Kunst will be discussed in other groups.  The UK team’s conference paper ‘A Short Note on the ESeC Class Schema’ attempts to address some of Kunst’s points.

The group is asked to consider

(1)
how we might best draw the attention of policy researchers to ESeC and persuade them to use it

(2)
what advice we might give to NSIs about simple projects they could pursue for the July conference

(3)
policy research areas at the European level where ESeC might be expected to make an impact

(4)
Kunst’s points in relation to the new ESeC Classes paper by the UK team

(5)
what SECs can offer policy researchers beyond what may be gained by using educational or income variables in analyses.

(6)
any other issues thought relevant to the promotion of ESeC to policy researchers.

